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Adventus Group . ... 61 ...... info@adventusgroup.com ............ www.adventus.ca Q
Alberta Wilbert Sales ..................... 10 e www.wilbert.ca <
American Water .......... ... ... .. 30 ...... rscholtens@amwater.com ............ www.terratec.amwater.com m
Armtec .. ... 28,29 ...... sales@armtec.com ................. www.armtec.com —
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Associated Engineering .................... 5....8 admin-group@ae.ca ................. www.ae.ca -
AVENSYS ... 67 ...... info@avensys.com .................. www.avensys.com m
Biorem Technologies ..................... 67 ...... info@biorem.biz ........... ... ... ... www.biorem.biz m
C&M Environmental Technologies .......... 58 ...... info@cmeticom .................... www.cmeti.com -
Canadian Safety Equipment .. .............. 55 . . . . R . . www.cdnsafety.com —
CaNCOPPAS - v v vve e e a7 ... .. controls@cancoppas.com ............ www.cancoppas.com 2
CH2M HILL ... 49,68 ...... ch2mhillcanada@ch2m.com .......... www.ch2mhill.com U
Claessen Pumps ..., 45 ... ... pb@claessenpumps.com ............ www.claessenpumps.com

Corrugated Steel Pipe Institute ............. 84 ...... info@cspi.ca ......... ... ... ... WWW.CSspi.ca m
Degremont Technologies ................... 6 . . . . . . www.infilcodegremont.com k
Delcan Water ...............c.ciinnnnnn. 11 ...... info@delcan.com ................... www.delcan.com

DENSO ot 66 ...... sales@densona.com ................ www.densona.com

DeWind Dewatering and Trenching .. .(Insert)35 ...... dewind@iserv.net ................... www.dewinddewatering.com

Eimco Water Technologies ................. e www.glv.com

Endress + Hauser ........................ 17 ..., info@ca.endress.com ............... www.ca.endress.com

env Treatment Systems ................... 10 ...... envinc@interlog.com

Envirogate ............ .. ... T4 e www.envirogate.ca

Gardner Denver Engineered Products Division37 ...... maggie@gardnerdenver.com ......... www.gardnerdenverproducts.com

(=T =T 30 ...... info@geneq.com ................. .. www.geneqg.com

Genivar . ... B e www.genivar.com

Globe ... ... .. T www.globe2010.com

Greatario . ...........oouiiiiiiiii 55 ....B¢ bbaird@greatario.com ............... www.greatario.com

Halogen Valve Systems ................... 39 ... tom@halogenvalve.com ............. www.halogenvalve.com

H2Flow EquipmentiInc. .................... 23 ... info@h2flow.com ................... www.h2flow.com

Heron Instruments ....................... 25 ...... info@heroninstruments.com .......... www.heroninstruments.com

Hetek Solutions .......................... 13 ... .| hetek.sales@hetek.com .............. www.hetek.com

Hoskin Scientific ................... 15,40, 51 . www.hoskin.ca

ITT Water & Wastewater .................... O . . . . e . . www.ittwww.ca

John Meunier . ........ ... ... .. 21 ... instrumentation@johnmeunier.com ...www.johnmeunier.com

KSB PUMPS ... 27 ..., ksbcanada@ksbcanada.com ......... www.ksbh.ca

Master Meter . ....... ... ... ... .. .. S . . R . www.mastermeter.com

MSU Mississauga . .............uueuenn... 36 ...... sales@msumississauga.com ......... www.msumississauga.com

Neptune Chemical Pump .................. 34 ..., pump@neptunel.com ............... www.neptunel.com

Orival ... . 65 ...... filters@orival.com .................. www.orival.com

Parkson ......... .. .. 31 ..., canada@parkson.com ............... www.parkson.com

ProMinent . ....... ... .. . 2 . sales@prominent.ca................. Www.prominent.ca

Saf-T-Flo Chemical Injection ............... 54 ...... gkline@saftflo.com .................. www.saftflo.com

SanithermInc. .......... ... ... .. ... . ... 59 ...... information@sanitherm.com ......... www.sanibrane.com

Sapphire Group . ... 43 ... ... info@sapphire-group.ca ............. www.sapphire-group.ca

Service Filtration .................... OUESEIT .« ottt e e www.service-filtration.com

SEW-Eurodrive Company of Canada ........ 13 ... .8 marketing@sew-eurodrive.ca ......... www.sew-eurodrive.ca

Smith & Loveless ........................ 31 ...... answers@smithandloveless.com ...... www.smithandloveless.com
SolinstCanada .......................... 33 ... . instruments@solinst.com ............ www.solinst.com

Stantec ... . 59 ...... info@stantec.com ................... www.stantec.com

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville ............. 41 ... .. rebecca.mustard@townofws.com ..... www.townofws.com/promo

Waterloo Biofilter Systems . ................ 57 ... info@waterloo-biofilter.com .......... www.waterloo-biofilter.com
WaterraPumps .......... ... i 39 ...... sales@waterra.com ................ www.waterra.com

WHIPPS .« ot 52 .... ¢ ran@whipps.com ................... www.whipps.com

WTP Equipment Corp. . .............ooo... 10 ...... wtpcorp@interlog.com

XCG Consultants ..., 57 ....¢ toronto@xcg.Com .. ..ot WWW.XCcg.com
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‘Elegant SW|mm|ng contrasts with toxicity of
Consumerlsm Cominent by Tom Davey

t a recent swim meet, |

watched admiringly as

swimmers dived into the

pool and their crawl stroke
transformed the placid blue water into
turbulent white foam as the leaders, like
migrating birds, formed a V shape as
they approached the end of the pool.
With a slight turn of the head swimmers
breathed in the aquatic troughs their
strokes made in the water as their arms
moved, elegantly and ergonomically, as
they pulled through the water.

Reflecting on this race made me
think how much swimming is analo-
gous to poetry. While some powerful
swimmers use brute energy to bash -
and thrash - themselves through the
water, it is usually elegance which al-
lows swimmers to draw ahead in the
final metres of competitions. Elegance
is also aquatically ergonomic and the
value of style is even more marked in
longer distances such as the 200, 500
and 1,500 metre events Even the breast
stroke, which, ostensibly, relies on jerky
arm movements and frog-like scissor
kicks, can still attain a fluidity of mo-
tion which seems to favour the more
stylish swimmers.

Water is a yielding substance, which
has immutable rules defined by the
laws of physics. A clean dive from a ten
metre platform enables divers to knife
into the water with astonishingly little
splashing or pain to the diver. But to
dive badly from the same height feels
like being struck on the head as if with
a wooden spar.

Environmentally, we have much to

82 | September 2009

learn from swimming. While humans
are some 80 percent water, we cannot
live long beneath its surface; nor can
we live long without water. In fact, we
can live much longer without food than
water. And water has great economic
value. Virtually all great cities, London,
Paris, Rome, New York, Sydney, Mon-
treal, Toronto and Vancouver, all grew
around fresh water bodies or oceans.

In addition to the enormous com-
mercial value of water, its aesthetic val-
ues also translate into monetary values.
Houses with good views of water - be
they ocean, lake, river or stream - com-
mand vastly higher prices than land-
locked real estate. It is as though we are
still directly connected to the water
from which our life emerged billions of
years ago.

Now, quite literally, water bodies
around the globe are vomiting back the
toxic brews contained in our industrial
effluents, and regrettably, our domestic
garbage. Nor is the environmental dam-
age confined to mining and manufac-
turing. Our addiction to shopping and
rapid changes in tastes results in the
massive discarding of waste products.
Ironically I think the styrofoam, plastic
bubble wrap and diverse other parts of
industrial packaging, might equal the
dangers lurking in poorly maintained
drinking water and wastewater treat-
ment plants and industrial waste han-
dling and disposal.

This generation is the first to be
alerted to environmental toxicity
throughout their schooling, backed up
with massive and protracted media cov-

erage. The results are not promising de-
spite the heroics and demonstrations.
So many teenagers casually throw their
coffee cups, pop cans and chocolate
wrappers onto public sidewalks and, in
many instances, onto parkland.

Swimming in water can be elegant
and healthful. Regrettably and increas-
ingly, both the physical and aquatic en-
vironments give serious warnings
expressed through the toxic graffiti
from our wasteful lifestyles. Plastic
wrapping ends up even in large oceans
in volumes large enough to seriously
damage aquatic life - such a large price
to pay for that ten minute coffee break
using cups which may last as long as
the pyramids.

Tronically it would cost far less — in
monetary terms, not to mention the
enormous costs of environmental re-
mediation and extended health care — to
control toxicity at the source as an inte-
gral part of manufacturing. Our globe’s
generous capacity to absorb and purify
wastes naturally has led to chronic
abuse. Even the vast waters of the Pa-
cific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans can
no longer digest the current rate of dis-
charges.

Regrettably, our industrial effluents
and domestic garbage increasingly have
no place to hide. And, for that matter,
neither have we swimmers.

Tom Davey is co-founder of
Environmental Science &
Engineering Magazine
E-mail:tom@esemag.com
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ODORDIGEST™
BIOFILTERS

THE SMELL OF SUCCESS IS ODOURLESS

Sometimes doing your job effectively means no one knows you're doing it at all. ACG Technology presents
a complete line of effective odour control systems from Bay Products Inc. Leaders in the development,
design, and manufacture of equipment for the treatment of odourous compounds in air streams, Bay Products
sets itself apart from other manufacturers by supplying a complete line of odour control products. Bay
Products offers Bio-scrubbers, Biofilters, Carbon Adsorber Systems and Chemical Wet Scrubbers for municipal
wastewater treatment applications, matching the right technology to your application. For complete details
on how Bay Products can help you, contact ACG Technology Limited.

A C G water solutions: pure and simple

technology Itd.

131 Whitmore Road, Unit 13 Vaughan ON L4AL 6E4 Ontario Pallution Control
t. 905.856.1414 f. 905.856.6401 sales@acgtechnology.com www.acgtechnology.com Equipment Association
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